GOOD NEWS LETTER
Walking in His Light – together

Mary Mother of God 1st January Year A 2023

FOOD AND DRINK FOR THE JOURNEY
What beautiful reassuring words God speaks to us today at the start of a new year.
May the Lord bless you and keep you....May the Lord let His face shine on you and be
gracious to you......May the Lord bring you peace...... These are God’s own words in
this blessing - doesn’t that tell us about His love for us? In the darkness of our world,
His light shines. He is the answer to today’s problems. Instead of violence He comes in
gentleness encouraging us to hold out the hand of reconciliation, to help one another,
to work for peace. Mary was filled with peace because she was at peace with God .
Today we celebrate Mary being the Mother of God. Mary always points us to her Son
and following her, we are called to do nothing less than repeat her words...., ‘May it be
done in me according to your will.’ Mary teaches us a wonderful lesson through the
ages. She considered deeply and appreciated all that God was doing through her. We
need to listen to His Word - then we need to treasure in our hearts and ponder what
we have seen or heard. As we open our hearts before God, he will show us the path to
take this coming year.

HAPPY NEW YEAR

May the coming year be filled
with faith...hope.... and trust as
we journey together guided by
the Light – Emmanuel - God is
with us! May He bless you
abundantly!
Fr John

Our greatest and yet most fragile
treasure is our shared humanity as
brothers and sisters, children of
God. To all men and women of
goodwill, I express my prayerful
trust that, as artisans of peace, we
may work, day by day, to make this
a good year!
Pope Francis
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
ST MARIE’S 1st JANUARY 2023
Sun

9.30 am

Brian Dunn

Tues 12 Noon
Wed 12 Noon

Sr Josephine O’ Mahony
Sr Patricia

Thurs 12 Noon
Fri
12 Noon
Sat 12 Noon
Sun 8.30am
10am

Delia & Patsy Kerrin
Ellen O’ Connell
Mary Cottam
Teresa Carkhill
Linda Mountcastle

ST PATRICK’S
Sat

6pm

Doreen Birchall

Sun

11.00am

Jane Armitage

Thur 10am

Helena Lee

Fri

10am

Phyliss Smyth

Sat

6pm

Bobby Bell

Sun

11.30am

Manuela Corton

SANCTUARY LAMPS ST MARIE’S
Sat

Peace in Ukraine

Sun

Afghanistan

Mon

In Thanksgiving

Tues
Wed

George Hunter
An end to War

Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Ivy Hopwood
For the gift of Wisdom
Our NHS
In Thanksgiving for our Baptism

SANCTUARY LAMPS PATRICK’S
Sat

Fr Tom Leigh

Sun

For all Mothers

Mon

Refreshing break for our schools

Tues
Wed

Those far from home
Care for our Common Home

Thurs
Fri
Sat
Sun

Rebecca & Tom
Des Seddon
Our Retired Priests and Sisters
For a deeper awareness of our
Baptism

LITURGICAL WEEK
Today –Mary Mother of God
Friday – Epiphany of the Lord
Next Sunday – Baptism of the Lord

POPE FRANCIS
PRAYER INTENTION FOR
JANUARY
For educators

We pray that educators may be
credible witnesses, teaching
fraternity rather than competition
and helping the youngest and most
vulnerable above all.

***************

Epiphany - this special Holy
Day of obligation is on Friday 6th
January with Mass’ 10a.m. St
Patrick’s and 12 noon at St
Marie’s

***************

The Baptism of the Lord –
8th January ends Christmastide...... as
we take our cribs down on that day,
we praise the Lord for all the
blessings we’ve received in this
precious season of grace

***************

PRAYER FOR A NEW YEAR
Lord, as this new year is born
I give it to your hand,
Content to walk by faith,
on paths I don’t understand.
Whatever coming days may bring
Of bitter loss, or gain,
Or every crown of happiness;
Should sorrow come, or pain,
It matters not, for my hands in yours,
your light upon my face,
Your boundless strength when I am weak
will fill me with your grace.
I know you are my shepherd Lord
I feel so close to you.
so, In good times and in bad this year,
hold my hand and lead me through

